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Introduction 
 

The population, housing and establishments census of 2005 has been conducted 
as an acknowledgement to the keenness of the United Arab Emirates, to identify the 
demographic characteristics and all other interrelated economic and social 
characteristics together with defining the general characteristics of buildings, housing 
units and establishments. 

 
The Ministry of Economy has duly conducted the population census based on 

the cabinet decision number (2/97) of 2005. 
 

General census for population, housing and establishments is considered the 
major statistical process, and is defined as the comprehensive process for compiling, 
processing, tabulating and disseminating demographic, economic and social data 
connected to population at a specific time. 

 
The census which includes both the housing units and establishments is a 

concurrent process to population census aiming to determine numbers, distribution 
and characteristics of existing housing units and establishments 

 
Significance of census emanates from the fact that it is a comprehensive image 

of the population during a specific time period, which will provide a comprehensive 
data-base that will assist in conducting studies and research related to general 
characteristics of population. 

 
Project Schedule 
 

The general census for population, housing and establishments of 2005 was 
carried out according to the following schedule: 

 
         1. Preparatory phase  

Preparatory phase has started on 1/3/2005 and ended on 30/6/2005 whereby 
certain tasks have been carried out including preparation of census budget, drawing 
organization structure, designing questionnaire forms, guides, training manuals, 
selection of staff, drawing and marking administrative divisions. 

 
2.   Field work phase 
Field executive phase started on 15/7/2005 and ended on 31/12/2005 whereby 

certain tasks have been accomplished including training of workers, handing over 
working zones, delivery and distribution of printed materials, P.D.A. systems and 
listing of buildings, housing units, establishments and counting of people. 

 
3.  Data processing and analysis phase  
This phase is still ongoing which includes the census data processing,  

tabulation and analysis.   
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Scope of UAE Population Census 
 

Census includes all the people (nationals and non-nationals) who are residing 
in the UAE, on the night of December 6th 2005. This includes the following: 
 

� People living in households counted in their households. 
 

� Nationals abroad for any reason are counted within their families living in 
UAE. Those working in the embassies and consulates are counted via Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

 
� The non-nationals abroad with valid residency permits are counted in their 

families living in UAE.  
 

� Students living in the dormitory are counted in specified dormitory. 
 

� People who are permanently residing in hospitals, prisons and nursing homes 
are counted in such institutions. Only visitors (visit visa) are excluded. 

 
� People who are permanently residing in hotels and alike are counted in such 

institutions. Only visitors (visit visa) are excluded. 
 

� People who are permanently residing in police headquarters and military bases 
who don’t have families living in UAE are counted in such institutions. Those 
who have families living within UAE are counted in their households.   

 

Excluded Groups from the Census* 
The census of 2005 does not include the following groups: 
 

� All the members of the non-national households that were not available in the 
UAE during the census fieldwork period. 

 
� The members of non-national households that live in the neighboring countries 

but residing in UAE. 
 

� People with invalid residency visas living in UAE. 
 

� Non-nationals working in national vessels in regional and international waters 
with valid residency visas who don’t have families residing in UAE. 

 
� All members of the households that refused to cooperate. 

 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
* They are estimated to be (335,615) 
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Visitors  
 

Visitors were not included in this census. Referring to the statistics obtained 
from Ministry of Interior publications, the maximum number of visitors in 2005 
(765,682) was in December. The minimum number of visitors in 2005 (597,583) was 
in June for the same year. The number of visitors increased from 6,877,864 in 2004 to 
8,031,782 in 2005�So the increment between the two years is 16.8%. 

The Preliminary Results of Buildings, Housings, and 
Establishments 2005 

 According to Table (1) the results can be summarized as the following: 
 

� Total number of buildings in the country is 336,815. Whereas 34.9% 
(117,469) of them are in the emirate of Abu Dhabi*, which is the highest 
among other emirates. 

 
� Total number of housing units in the country is 863,860. Whereas ��.8� of 

them are in the emirates of Abu Dhabi and Dubai.  
 

� Total number of Establishments in the country is 192,247. Whereas 38.1� 
(73,294) of them are in the emirate of Dubai, which is the highest among other 
emirates. 

UAE Population 
 

This census is based on counting the people according to their permanent 
residence** regardless where they are staying during the census period. i.e. the people 
absent from their families during the census period are counted in their families. 
Visitors and temporary guests of the family are excluded. Based on the above 
mentioned approach the population of UAE as of December 6th 2005 is 3,769,080.  

 
Population census doesn’t include groups of non-nationals and they are 

estimated as 335,615. 
 
In total the UAE population is 4,	��,695. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Abu Dhabi Emirate: Includes capital region, Al-Ain region and western region. 
** This approach is called De Jure population. 
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Population Census Preliminary Results 2005* 
 
Since the detailed demographic structure of excluded groups is not available, the 

population census results cover only those counted during the reference period of the 
census. This figure; as mentioned before, is 3,769,080 

Population Distribution by Gender and Nationality 
2005 
According to Table (2) the results can be summarized as the following: 
 
� Total number of UAE population as counted in the census is 3,769,080*  
 
� Total number of males is 2,547,043, which is 67.6�% of the total population 

that were counted in the reference period. 
 
� Total number of females is 1,222,037, which is 32.4�% of the total population 

that were counted in the reference period. 
 
� Total number of nationals is 824,921, which is �	��� % of the total census 

population (3,7��,080) that were counted in the reference period, and it is 
20.1% of the total UAE population (4,104,695). 

 
� Total number of national males is 418,057, which is ���
� % of the total 

nationals. 
 

� Total number of national females is 406,864, which is ����� % of the total 
nationals. 

 
� Total number of non-nationals is 2,944,159, which is 
��	% of the total 

population that were counted in the reference period, and it is 79.9% 
(3,279,774�of the total UAE population. 

 
� Total number of non-national males is 2,128,986, which is 72.3%. 
 
� Total number of non-national females is 815,173, which is 27.7%. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* The census population is (3,790,080). 
 



 


 

Population Distribution by Gender and Emirates, 
2005 

 
According to Table (3) the results can be summarized as the following: 
 
� The emirate of Abu Dhabi is the most populated with 34.3% of census 

population. 
 
� The emirate of Dubai is the second highest with 31.8% of the census 

population. 
 
� The percent of males for the census population is 67.6% and the percent for 

females is 32.4%. 
 
� The emirate of Dubai has the highest rate of males with 73.4%, and the 

percent of females is 26.6%. 
� For the rest of the emirates the percent of males ranges from 61% to 66%. The 

percent of females range from 34% to 39%. 
 
 
 

Population Distribution�by Age and Nationality, 2005 
 
 
      According to Table (4) and Table (5) the results can be summarized as the 
following: 
 
 

� Nationals less than 14 years old constitute 38.1% of the census population. 
Nationals less than 20 years old constitute 51.1% of the census population. 

 
� For the non-nationals 48.8% of them belong to the age group 25 to 40 years. 

 
� Overall 52.9% of the total populations are within 20 and 39 years old. 

 
� For the age group 65 and over nationals are more than non-nationals. 
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UAE Population (10 years and over) by Education 
Level and Nationality 

 
According to Table (6) and Table (7) the results could be summarized as 

following: 
 

� Illiteracy rate in the country is 9%. Which is approximately the same between 
nationals and non-nationals.  

 
� Nationals with only high school certificates are 31.5%. For the non-nationals 

this percentage is around 23.8%. 
 

� Nationals with university degree (Bachelor and above) are 11%, and for the 
non-nationals this percentage is 18.4%. 

 
� Percent of illiterate national females is almost twice of national males, on the 

other hand percent of illiterate non-national males is more than females. 
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Table (1) 

The Preliminary Results of Buildings, Housings, and 
Establishments 2005 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

No. 
Establishments No. Housing Units No. Buildings Emirates 

50,425 287,189 117,469 Abu Dhabi 

73,294 237,728 79,214 Dubai 

36,584 201,033 57,153 Sharjah 

11,427 50,237 17,898 Ajman 

2,238 10,988 8,741 Umm Al Quwain 

12,016 50,321 40,143 Ras Al Khaimah 

6,263 26,364 16,197 Fujairah 

192,247 863,860 336,815 Total 



 		

Table (2) 
 

Population Preliminary Results 2005 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
* These results do not include 335,615 that are not counted in the census 

Nationals Non nationals Total 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

418,057 406,864 824921 2,128,986 815,173 2,944,159 2,547,043 1222037 
3,769,080 

50.6 49.3 21.9 72.3 27.7 78.1 67.6 32.4 100 



 	�

Table (3) 

Population Preliminary Results 2005�by Emirate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emirates Male Female Total 

Abu Dhabi 850,069 442,050 1,292,119 

Dubai 881,022 319,287 1,200,309 

Sharjah 473,653 251,206 724,859 

Ajman 120,290 69,559 189,849 

Umm Al Quwain 27,816 17,940 45,756 

Ras Al Khaimah 120,741 76,830 197,571 

Fujairah 73,452 45,165 118,617 

Total 2,547,043 1,222,037 *3,769,080 

% 67.6 32.4 100 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
* These results do not include 335,615 that are not counted in the census 
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Table (4) 

Population Preliminary Results 2005 by Age and Nationality 
 

Nationals Non nationals Total 

Se
ri

al
 n

o.
 

Age 
group Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

� ���  ������ ����	� 	�
��
� �����	 

��	� 	�	���� 	������ 	������ ������� 
� ���  ������ ����	� 	�����
 �	���� 
���
� 	������ 	������ 	������ ������� 
� 	��	�  �����	 ���	�� 	���	
� 
����� ���	�� 	������ 	���	�� 		����� �����	� 
� 	��	�  ���	�� �	���� 	���
�
 ������ ����	� 		����� 	����
� 	������ ����	�
 
� �����  �	���� ���
�� 	������ 	����
� �	���� �
���
� �����	� 	������ ������
 
� �����  ������ �	�	�� ������ �
�,334 	�
���� ������
 �	��
�� 	����
� ����	�� 
� �����  ������ ������ �	���� ����	�
 		����� ������� ������� 	�	�
	� �
����� 
	 �����  ���	�	 �	��		 �	��	� ������� ������ �	����� ������� 	������ ������� 

 �����  	����	 	����� �	���� ������� ������ ����
�� ��	,344 
���
� �	��
�� 
�� �����  	����� 	����� ������ 	������ ������ 	������ 	�	�
�� �
���
 ������� 
�� �����  	����� ����� ���	�� ������ 	����� 			���� 	�����
 ���	�� 	�	���
 
�� �����  
���
 ����� 	����� ���
�� ���	� �	���� ����	� 	����� �����
 
�� �����  ��	�� ����� 	��
�� 	����� ����� 	����� 	����� ��	�	 �
���� 
�� �����  ���	� ���
� ����� ���	� 	���� ���	� ����� ��	�� 	����� 
�� 
��
�  ����� ����
 ����� 	���� 	��
� ��	�� ����
 ���
	 ����� 
�� 
��  ��
�� ����� ��
�� 	���
 ����� ��	�	 ����� ����� 	����� 
�� Not Stated ��	 �
� 	���� ��� ��� 	���� 	��

 	��	� ��	�� 
Total  �	����
 ������� ������	 ��	������ �	��	
� ������	�� ����
���� 	�������
 *��
������ 

__________________________________________________________ 
* These results do not include 335,615 that are not counted in the census 
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Table (5) 

 Population Preliminary Results 2005 by Age and Nationality* 
Nationals Non nationals Total 

Se
ri

al
 n

o.
 

Age group 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

1 0-4 13.2% 12.8% 13.0% 3.9% 9.5% 5.5% 5.4% 10.6% 7.1% 
2 5-9 12.7% 12.3% 12.5% 3.8% 9.1% 5.3% 5.3% 10.2% 6.9% 
3 10-14 12.9% 12.3% 12.6% 3.3% 7.6% 4.5% 4.9% 9.2% 6.3% 
4 15-19 13.2% 12.7% 12.9% 3.1% 6.7% 4.1% 4.7% 8.7% 6.0% 
5 20-24 12.2% 13.0% 12.6% 8.7% 11.2% 9.4% 9.3% 11.8% 10.1% 
6 25-29 9.4% 10.1% 9.8% 17.6% 15.6% 17.1% 16.3% 13.8% 15.5% 
7 30-34 6.1% 6.5% 6.3% 19.0% 14.1% 17.7% 16.9% 11.6% 15.2% 
8 35-39 4.8% 5.3% 5.0% 15.5% 10.5% 14.1% 13.7% 8.7% 12.1% 
9 40-44 3.5% 4.0% 3.8% 10.6% 6.9% 9.6% 9.5% 5.9% 8.3% 
10 45-49 3.0% 3.4% 3.2% 7.0% 4.1% 6.2% 6.4% 3.9% 5.6% 
11 50-54 2.5% 2.4% 2.4% 4.3% 2.4% 3.8% 4.0% 2.4% 3.5% 
12 55-59 1.9% 1.6% 1.7% 2.0% 1.0% 1.7% 2.0% 1.2% 1.7% 
13 60-64 1.5% 1.1% 1.3% 0.6% 0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 0.7% 0.7% 
14 65-69 1.3% 0.8% 1.0% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 
15 70-74 0.9% 0.7% 0.8% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 
16 75+ 0.9% 0.7% 0.8% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.2% 0.5% 0.3% 
17 Not Stated 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
__________________________________________________________ 
* These results do not include 335,615 that are not counted in the census 
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Table (6) 

UAE Population (10 years and over) by Education Level and Nationality* 

Nationals Non nationals 

se
ri

al
 

Educational 
Level Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Total 

	 Illiterate 	����� ���
�� ������ 	����	� ������ ������� ������� 

� Literate �
�
�
 ������ �
���� ������� 
����� �
����
 �����	� 

� Primary School �����
 ������ ������ ������
 
����� �
����� ������	 

� Preparatory 
School 


����� �����	 	������ ��	��
	 ������ �	����� ������� 

� Secondary 
School 

������ �����	 	������ ����
�
 	������ ������� �	����� 

� Diploma ����� ����� 	����� �	���� ������ 		����� 	���	�� 


 University �
��	� ���
�� ������ ��	��		 	�
��
� ������� ������� 

� Post Graduate ��	�� ���

 ����� ���	�� 	����
 �	���
 ���	�� 

� Not Stated ��� ��� 	���� 	���� ��	 ����� ����	 

Total ������� ������� �	����	 	�������	 ������� ������
�	 ����	�	�� 

_________________________________________________________ 
* These results do not include 335,615 that are not counted in the census
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Table (7) 

UAE Population (10 years and over) Relative Distribution by Education Level and Nationality* 
 

Nationals Non nationals serial Educational 
Level Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Total 

1 Illiterate 6.0% 11.7% 8.8% 10.2% 5.9% 9.1% 9.0% 
2 Literate 8.9% 9.8% 9.4% 15.2% 11.5% 14.3% 13.3% 
3 Primary School 17.2% 15.1% 16.2% 14.8% 12.0% 14.1% 14.5% 

4 Preparatory 
School 22.9% 17.6% 20.3% 16.4% 14.3% 15.8% 16.7% 

5 Secondary 
School 31.8% 31.3% 31.5% 21.9% 29.3% 23.8% 25.3% 

6 Diploma 2.7% 2.7% 2.7% 4.2% 5.5% 4.5% 4.2% 
7 University 9.0% 10.8% 9.9% 15.3% 19.2% 16.3% 15.1% 
8 Post Graduate 1.4% 0.7% 1.0% 1.9% 2.1% 2.0% 1.8% 
9 Not Stated 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
* These results do not include 335,615 that are not counted in the census
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Chart (1) 

UAE Population by Age Group and Nationality 2005 
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Chart (2) 

Population (10 years and over) by Nationality and Educational Level 
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Chart (3) 

UAE Population by Nationality and Educational Level % 
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